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NEXT REGULAR 

BOARD MEETING    

NOV 10, 2025  5:30PM 

DECEMBER       

 HERALD    

    DEADLINE IS  

NOVEMBER 15 

12th ANNUAL HOMESTEAD  COMMUNITY TURKEY TROT 
 

Thanksgiving Day 9:30 am 
 

Come join us for our Annual fun walk/run on Thanksgiving Day. Race starts at 9:30am Bring the kids and 
meet in the back parking lot of Homestead Elementary.  We have a mapped out 4-mile course for those 
of you who want to make sure you get your miles in before the feast.   Or you can stay on our side of Dry 
Creek and stick to the open space for an approximately 2-mile course.  Two water stations will be       
available on the route.   
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      ASSOCIATION 
      NEWS 

MANAGERS: 
Business Office              Katie Kidwell             303-793-0230 
                        businessmgr@homesteadinthewillows.org 
 
Landscape                     Nancy Bauer               303-241-6212 
Tennis Facilities           Jill Ellsworth               303-808-4513 
Pool                                Shannon Ricca               303-617-0221 
ACC                          accmgr@homesteadinthewillows.org 

 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
President                      Robb Origer               303-668-0452         
                                          pres@homesteadinthewillows.org  
VP                                    Ginny Karlberg          303-564-6336 
                                          vp@homesteadinthewillows.org 
Secy                                Eric Kemp                    303-882-6701            
                                           sec@homesteadinthewillows.org 
Treasurer                       Steve Bell                     303-886-1844 
                                        treas@homesteadinthewillows.org 
Mem at Large              Stuart  Siekmeier      303-517-5316 
                                  member@homesteadinthewillows.org                              
 
 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES  
In an effort to provide timely Board information to the 
Membership, unofficial minutes of each Board  meet-
ing will be published in the next issue of the Herald. 
Official, approved copies of all Minutes will be on file 
and available at the Business Office.  

COMMITTEES: 
ACC /  Design Review; Covenant Review Taskforce, 
Swim Team,  Social Committee 
All committee meetings are open to residents.   
Call the Business Office for dates. 

MOVING FROM HOMESTEAD?                               
If you move from Homestead and retain ownership  
of your home, it is your responsibility to pay the     
Homeowners dues.  Remember:  
Please notify the Business office of your new address. 
Dues are always due 1 March If you are a Renter, you 
should forward all  notices to the  Homeowner. 

REPORTS TO THE ASSOCIATION   
When an Association member wishes to report       
observed problems or any concerns or helpful ideas 
pertaining to the assigned areas of  responsibility of 
the Architectural Control Committee, Landscape, 
Pools, or Business Office, please include name, and 
telephone number when you call and leave a message 
so that we may return your call.   
 
The Association does not act on anonymous calls. 

BUSINESS OFFICE HOURS 
Hours:     Monday, Wednesday,  Friday 
                        9:00 am — 3:00 pm 
 
Emails received out of office hours will 
only be reviewed on Office days 
 
Email:  businessmgr@homesteadinthewillows.org 
 
Website:   www.homesteadinthewillows.org 

OFFICE CLOSED                                          
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2025 
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CALL TO REPORT: 

Waste Connections   (HOA Trash Co)                                      

303-288-2100 

Airport Traffic Complaints    

 303-790-4709 

Centennial City Services (24/7)                     

303-325-8000  

Vandalism or Speeders 

303-795-4711 

Street Light Problems: 

Email:    https://www.centennialco.gov                    

Barking Dogs 

303-325-8070      

Pot Holes                                                                

303-325-8000 

Hazardous Waste Pick-up                                   

1-800-449-7587 

Graffiti                                                                     

303-795-4711 

Water Breaks                                                        

303-770-8625 

Sewer Back-up’s                                                 

303-779-0261 

Div. of Wildlife -Coyotes                                 

303-291-7227 

Noise—Fiddlers Green                                      

303-486-8275 

 
THE HOMESTEAD HERALD is published 
monthly for residents of Homestead in the 
Willows.   Business Office is located at 5896 
E. Geddes Ave., (West Pool House)          
Centennial, CO 80112.  
 
News items or advertisements must be  
submitted by the 15th of the month prior to 
publication.  
Email the Business Office.  

THE HOMESTEAD HERALD is on our website in 
color and posted by the 1st of the month.  

www.homesteadinthewillows.org 
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HOA Reminder  

Snow Removal            
on Community      
Greenbelts and       

Sidewalks 

The HOA will provide a limited amount of snow removal on the community greenbelt paths and some 
sidewalks. Snow will be cleared from these areas after an accumulation of 3 inches and the snow has 
stopped. Homeowners are reminded that just because a path is cleared of snow it is not a guarantee of 
safe passage. 

“Snow and ice removal was initiated in a trial last winter and was received with much appreciation from 
many homeowners. The Board continues to acknowledge that not all residents believe snow removal is 
necessary, but the majority of feedback is in favor of snow removal. As was discussed at the annual 
meeting, a community vote is not required to commence snow removal.  

The neighborhood foliage has changed significantly with mature trees shading many sidewalk areas, 
especially the major thruway of Easter. Once a major snow is not cleared, significant areas that never 
get sun remain snow- and ice-packed for the remainder of the winter. Homestead has many walkers of 
all ages, many of whom resort to walking in the street when the sidewalks are icy. This is extremely 
dangerous.  

The Board has fully researched all legal issues and accepted the legal recommendation to regularly   
remind homeowners that just because a path is cleared of snow, it is not a guarantee of safe passage. 
The Board agreed to accept the Snowology snow removal contract for 2025-26.” 

Per the City of Centennial - “in the interest of public safety and the absence of a 
City ordinance, the City strongly encourages citizens to remove snow from the 
sidewalks adjoining their property within 24 hours after a snowstorm ends. “ 
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Unofficial ACC Meeting Minutes 

 

Date: September 23, 2025 Place: HOA Office 
 Time: 12 pm 

16 applications reviewed 

14 Approved: 3 major additions, 2 expansion or enclosure requests, 4 driveways, 1 landscape, 1 win-
dow, 1 roof, 1 back patio, 1 fence 

2 Denied:  

Request to use PVC fence rails mixed with wood posts for fence,  

Prefabricated pergola request – no metal structures allowed 

Final Inspection Discussion: Account 054 – Application to repaint home was approved. Final inspection 
showed that an element was not in compliance with the terms of the application. ACC Manager to noti-
fy homeowners what is needed to pass final inspection.  

Driveways: Effective 9/25, the Residential Improvement Guidelines were updated to reflect changes to 
driveway replacements. The ACC will allow one or two vertical control joints per driveway; however, 
there are strict measurements as to the sizes of slabs. The ACC’s goal is to ensure that driveways remain 
proportional to the homes and blend into the property landscape.  

 

Reminder to homeowners: 

áSlider windows are not approved 

áGrids must be on all front and side elevation windows 

Any applications containing these requests will cause delay in the application process. Noncompliant 
windows are expected to be brought into compliance when replacing or adding windows on a home.  

 

Next Meeting – October 8, 2025 at 11:00 am in the HOA Office 
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Unofficial ACC Meeting Minutes 

Date: October 8, 2025 Place: HOA Office 
 Time: 11 am 

19 applications reviewed 

16 Approved: further review of 1 previous applications, 3 landscaping, 2 backyards, 1 front door, 1 
fence, 2 paint, 1 retaining wall, 1 front porch, 1 windows, 1 playground, 1 antenna, 1 egress window 

0 Denied 

3 need more information: 1 garage expansion, 1 deck, 1 landscaping 

Reminder to homeowners: 

áStandard grey concrete or concrete pavers for walkways 

áRiver rock not approved for large areas in lieu of sod, and mulched or rocked spaces must have signifi-
cant planting within. Cannot be just rock or mulch. 
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and using tree wrap for the first 2-3 years after 
trees are planted.  

The tree wrap will need to be removed in mid-
April to prevent insect damage.  

* Dead limbs can be pruned any time.  

*Dispose of diseased leaves, especially if you 
had insect or disease problems this summer. 
Left on the ground, they can re-infect your 
plants in spring. 

*If possible, water trees once per month, but 
only when air temperatures are above 40 de-
grees and water at mid-day to allow adequate 
saturation before freezing at night. 

Perennials 

*Perennials that provide winter interest or seed 
for the birds should be left standing until early 
spring, which also prevents the crowns from 
winterkill. 

*Ornamental grasses add texture, as well as 
food and cover for birds in the fall and winter. 
Cut these back in early spring, before new 
growth emerges. 

Mulch 

*With roses, it is important to protect the 
crowns, before the first hard freeze occurs; a 
mixture of soil and leaves or pine needles cover-
ing the first 6-8” above ground works well. 

*After soil has frozen, mulch other flowerbeds 
and specimen plants. Shredded wood products 
or leaf compost makes good mulch. 

(Continued on page 13) 

Landscape Logic                                     
Nancy Bauer  

Getting Ready for Winter 

The plants in our landscapes are transferring en-
ergy to their root systems, preparing for winter, 
and getting ready for spring growth. We can also 
get our landscapes ready for the onset of winter. 
The following suggestions may help you with a 
winter preparation ‘checklist’: 

Lawns 

*Mow at a two-to-three-inch height.  Research 
shows that mowing to less than two inches can 
result in decreased drought tolerance and higher 
incidence of insects, diseases, and weeds. 

*During extended winter dry periods, it is good 
practice to water the lawn once per month, if the 
ground is thawed and will absorb water. Pay at-
tention to exposed slopes, south or west facing 
exposures. These areas can become excessively 
dry and may be prone to spider mite infestation. 

 

Trees 

*Wrap trees for winter Sudden fluctuations of 
temperature and water loss during winter can 
damage the bark of young thin-barked trees by 
killing new tissue. Sunscald injury usually appears 
on the southwest side of trees. Young honey lo-
cust, birch, maple, crabapple, and other thin-
barked trees can be protected from sunscald by 
providing adequate water during winter months 
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Watering 

*In dry winters, all shrubs benefit from supple-
mental watering, but trees and shrubs planted 
this summer are still adapting and need more 
water than plants that have been in the soil for 
at least one year. 

*For more information on watering during the 
winter, see CSU Extension Fact sheet # 7.211 
“Fall and Winter Watering”. 

 

Tool and Planters 

*Take time to clean, oil and sharpen your gar-
dening tools. Wash them with soap and water, 
using a wire brush to remove stubborn soil de-
posits. Steel wool is useful to remove rust. 

*Sharpen pruners and shovel blades. This is also 
a good time to remove and sharpen mower 
blades. 

*Before storing tools, wipe with a lubricating oil 
to prevent rust. 

*Remember to empty ceramic pots to prevent 
cracking caused by frees and thaw cycles. 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 12) 
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ADVERTISING RATES 
Personal Ads (30 words or less)                       $  20.00 
Commercial Ads (30 words or less)                $  25.00 
 
Display Ads: 
1/8 page (2 ¾  x 1 ¾”)                                         $   48.00 
¼ page (2¾ x 3½”)                                              $   70.00 
½ page (6”x 3½”)                                                $ 115.00 
Full Page (6 ”x 7½”)                                            $ 200.00 
 
Deadline is the 15th of each month preceding  
publication.  

All display ads must be high resolution jpeg or tif 
files. Photographs to be used must be half tone.  
Ad’s may be emailed to  

businessmgr@homesteadinthewillows.org.     
Include text ads in the body of your email.          
Pay for three months at the time you place the 
ad and you will receive the 4th month free.  
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HOMESTEAD IN THE WILLOWS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION  

Regular Board Meeting October 13, 2025 – Unofficial Minutes  

   

CALL TO ORDER: President, Robb Origer called the meeting to order at 5:34 pm. Present were Secre-
tary, Eric Kemp; Member at Large, Stuart Siekmeier; Business Manager, Katie Kidwell, and Landscape 
Manager, Nancy Bauer; Vice President, Ginny Karlberg and Treasurer, Steve Bell attended the meeting 
via Zoom. 

 

RATIFICATION OF BOARD ACTIONS: Eric moved to ratify the board action of October 10, 2025, 
as recorded in the September minutes. Stuart seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

 

APPEALS HEARING RESULTS: There were no appeals. 

 

The Minutes of September 8, 2025, regular meeting were approved as read. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
SWIM TEAM: No Report. The Board discussed the Hurricane request for a donation toward a new 
sound system.  They had some further questions which Business Manager Katie will email the parent 
reps. 

 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE: No report. Although no homeowner stepped forward to lead the committee, 
each social event has a chairperson, and they are in touch with each other.  The Board will ask them to 
submit budgets for their individual events. 

  

MANAGER REPORTS:   
 
POOL: Front Range Recreation submitted a written report and proposed 2026 budget. The report listed 
several repairs and equipment upgrades needed to keep the pools operating efficiently. The Board noted 
that given the age of the Association pools and the repairs needed, careful consideration will be given in 
incorporating them into the budget. 

 

(Continued on page 26) 
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TENNIS: Manager Jill Ellsworth submitted a written report and proposed 2026 budget.  
The tennis events run by Advantage You at the 50 Anniversary celebration were greatly enjoyed.  
Trash cans have been removed from the courts and players are asked to take any trash from ball cans, 
drinks, etc. home with them for disposal. Windscreens and divider nets will be rolled up by November.  
 
LANDSCAPE: Manager Nancy Bauer presented her proposed 2026 budget to the Board. The Board  
discussed the cost of the irrigation system renovations and whether increasing the pace of those           
renovations would result in savings in repairs.  
Nancy had also looked at removing more turf to save on water. She also recommended scoping the drain 
at the North Pool Complex that runs from Easter Ave. to Costilla Ave. and making repair decisions after 
the scope, which would cost about $1200.  
 
ACC/COVENANT TASKFORCE: Steve moved, and Ginny seconded a motion to file a lawsuit for 
covenant compliance on account 873. The board agreed they regretted having to do so but it was unfair 
not only to the surrounding homeowners but to all homeowners who comply with the regulations to allow 
the covenant violations to continue. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
A new owner asked that the ACC deal directly with their designer and executive assistant rather than the 
homeowner himself. The board agreed that homeowners may not delegate or outsource their                
responsibility to obtain ACC approval to non-owner designers, contractors, or assistants. Because the  
Association’s authority extends only to homeowners, it would have no recourse if a third party were to 
change or disregard the approved design requirements. 
 
 
BUSINESS: Manager Katie Kidwell reported on collections and fence payments to date and presented a 
proposed budget for 2026. She also reported receiving complaints about a property that keeps multiple 
cars on their driveway and in the street surrounding the property. The ACSO has required the owners 
register the cars, but surrounding homeowners wonder why the owners are allowed to keep a collection of 
cars that never seem to move all over the property. The HOA had addressed this issue with the owners 
before and is limited in its enforcement capability. Katie also consulted the HOA attorney about whether 
the HOA could draft a rule to limit the number of cars stored on a property. While the HOA could adopt a 
regulation about the number of cars, nothing would prohibit the owners from moving the excess onto the 
street where they already store 4 or 5 cars at any given time taking advantage of the lack of any limitation 
by the City of Centennial.  

The Board agreed to send the owners a letter asking them to please hear the frustration of their neighbors 
and remove several cars to off-site parking. The Board also agreed to continue to investigate its options to 
resolve this issue with the ACSO and attorney. 

(Continued from page 25) 

 

(Continued on page 27) 
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FINANCIAL REPORT: Treasurer Steve Bell presented the Board with a spreadsheet showing the    
reserve fence funding and savings account for future maintenance and rebuilding. The Board will        
continue to collect assessments to fund the Perimeter Fence Maintenance Reserve Account so that when 
the time comes to replace the existing fence, no special assessment will be needed.  
 
Steve also discussed the increasing cost of capital expenditures as the Board replaces the aging amenities 
throughout the neighborhood. Steve has updated the 2017 Reserve Study to reflect which elements have 
been replaced, their expected useful life, projected replacement year, and cost.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: The Board discussed the HOA website, actions to increase knowledge about ACC 
requirements and how to submit applications as well as recruiting additional members for this vital com-
mittee. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: There was no new business. 
 
ADJOURNMENT AND CALENDARING: The meeting adjourned at 7:28 pm. The next regular Board 
Meeting will be on Monday, November 10th at 5:30pm at the Business Office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

(Continued from page 26) 
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MILE HIGH HOME SERVICES: Professional  

Cleaning Service. Thorough and reliable with 

competitive rates.   

Call Susan 303-794-6805 

 

SODERSTROM’S PROFESSIONAL  

PAINTING: Specializing in residential home 

interior & exterior painting. Drywall Repair, 

Quality workmanship,  Quality Materials. In 

Business 30+ years. Insured.  

Credit Cards accepted.  Call for an estimate:                                      

Dennis or Alan (303) 922-4441 

 

CO EXECUTIVE DRIVER: *Private Airport / 

Special Event or wherever "Life" takes you 

Transportation coloradoexecutivellc.com                

I'm your neighbor and want to be your personal 

driver. Thank you.  

Don (720) 969-5386 

SERVICES TEEN SERVICES 
Advertising in the Homestead Herald does not constitute an 
Association endorsement of services promoted. We  
strongly recommend before using any service homeowners 
contact references.  Names listed have not been endorsed or 
evaluated in any way. 

Advertising in the Homestead Herald does not constitute 
an Association endorsement of services promoted. We  
strongly recommend before using any service homeown-
ers contact references.  Names listed have not been en-
dorsed or evaluated in any way. 

HOME SERVICES:  Are weeds or dog poop 
overwhelming you?  Do you need plants to be  
watered? Check out our Instagram page 
Powerwashers25                                                
Text or call: Lincoln: (720) 760-2513 

BABYSITTING:  Hi! My name is Lilah Rich. I 
am 14 and a  student at Cherry Creek High School. 
I would love to help with your children. I am Red 
Cross certified. I am reliable, trustworthy, and  
responsible.                                                       
Please call me at (720) 842-9667 

PETSITTING SERVICE:  Responsible teen with 
driver’s license providing personalized nurturing 
and reasonably-priced pet care.                         
Text Zoe: (915) 248-8544 

POWERWASH SERVICES: Do you have dirty, 
smelly Trash Cans or need your Driveway 
cleaned? I would love to help! See our Instagram 
page powerwashers25                                         
Call or Text: Maddox (720) 926-3397  

BABYSITTER:  Hi! I’m Isabella Martini, and I 
am a Red Cross certified babysitter. I am 17 years 
old, and I’m going to be a  Senior at Creek. I would 
love to watch you children!                     Please 
contact me at (303) 718-2062 

BABYSITTER: Hi! I’m Kaylee Stansfield and 
I’m 13 years old. I am Red Cross certified. I enjoy  
watching and playing with kids. I am trustworthy 
and very responsible to watch your children.  

Call or Text : Kaylee (720)-688-6729 
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BUSINESS OFFICE HOURS             
Monday, Wednesday,  Friday 

  9am — 3pm 
 

Phone:      (303) 793-0230 
Email:        businessmgr@homesteadinthewillows.org 
Address:   5896 E. Geddes Ave 
 
Questions about exterior changes to your home or property  
Email:  homesteadacc@gmail.com 
 

If you have a covenant concern about a property  
Email:  hoacovenants@gmail.com  
 

WEBSITE:   
www.homesteadinthewillows.org 

 
INSTAGRAM 
homesteadinthewillowshoa 
 
FACEBOOK 
Homestead in the Willows HOA (private group) 


