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Help Us Care for Our Community Amenities 
Our pools and tennis courts are valuable assets for everyone in the neighborhood to 
enjoy. As a friendly reminder, please help us keep them in great shape by: 

· Making sure doors and gates close behind you – Our access system helps keep the 
facilities secure and in good condition for residents. Even if it’s just for a quick trip in or 
out, please avoid leaving doors propped open. 

· Using amenities as intended and being mindful of others – Activities like riding 
scooters on the tennis courts can cause damage and may disrupt others who are using 
the space. Let’s all share the facilities with care and courtesy. 

· Leaving things as you found them (or better!) – Clean up after yourself, return    
furniture or equipment to its place, and take a moment to ensure the space is ready for 
the next resident to enjoy. 

 

 
Thanks for doing your part to help keep our community welcoming and well cared for! 

 

—Your HOA Board 

 
 

NEXT REGULAR 

BOARD MEETING  

AUGUST 11, 2025 @  

5:30PM 

SEPTEMBER    

 HERALD    

    DEADLINE IS  

AUGUST 15 
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      ASSOCIATION 
      NEWS 

MANAGERS: 
Business Office              Katie Kidwell             303-793-0230 
                        businessmgr@homesteadinthewillows.org 
Landscape                     Nancy Bauer               303-241-6212 
Tennis Facilities           Jill Ellsworth               303-808-4513 
Pool                                Shannon Ricca               303-617-0221 
ACC                          accmgr@homesteadinthewillows.org 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
President                      Robb Origer               303-668-0452         
                                          pres@homesteadinthewillows.org  
VP                                    Ginny Karlberg          303-564-6336 
                                          vp@homesteadinthewillows.org 
Secy                                Eric Kemp                    303-882-6701            
                                           sec@homesteadinthewillows.org 
Treasurer                       Steve Bell                     303-886-1844 
                                        treas@homesteadinthewillows.org 
Mem at Large              Stuart  Siekmeier      303-517-5316 
                                  member@homesteadinthewillows.org                               

BUSINESS OFFICE HOURS 
5896 E. Geddes Ave. 

Hours:     Monday, Wednesday,  Friday 
                        9:00 am — 3:00 pm 
Phone:   303-793-0230 
Email:  businessmgr@homesteadinthewillows.org 
Website:   www.homesteadinthewillows.org 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES:   
In an effort to provide timely Board information to the 
Membership, unofficial minutes of each Board   
meeting will be published in the next issue of the  
Herald. Official, approved copies of all Minutes will 
be on file and available at the Business Office.  

COMMITTEES: 
ACC /  Design Review; Covenant Review Taskforce, 
Swim Team,  Social Committee 
All committee meetings are open to residents.   
Call the Business Office for dates. 
 

MOVING FROM HOMESTEAD?  If you move from 
Homestead and retain ownership of your home, it is 
your responsibility to pay the     Homeowners dues.   
Remember: Please notify the Business office of your 

new address. Dues are always due 1 March If you are 

a Renter, you should forward all  notices to the  

Homeowner. 

SEPTEMBER HERALD  
DEADLINE IS 
AUGUST 15 

The next regular Board of Directors meeting for       
community input and manager’s reports will be                 
               Monday,  August 11, 2025  
               West Office, 5:30 pm 
Mark your calendars now. The board meetings are open 
to all Homeowners. 

THE HOMESTEAD HERALD is published 

monthly for residents of Homestead in the Willows.  
The Business Office is located at 5896 E. Geddes 
Ave., (West Pool House) Centennial, CO 80112.  
News items or advertisements must be submitted by 
the 15th of the month prior to publication. Email to 
the Business Office. Call 303-793-0230 for           
commercial rates, ad sizes or other information.    
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THE HOMESTEAD PLAYGROUP  

· We provide meet-ups for ages 0 - 6 

· We connect new families & experienced  

· families 

· We explore parks & activities around town 
Email Ana or Kate at  
homesteadplaygroup@gmail.com to sign up or ask 
questions. 

CALL TO REPORT 

Waste Connections                                 303-288-2100 

      (HOA Trash Co.—Pick-up day is Wednesday) 

                      www.wasteconnections.com 

Airport Traffic Complaints                   303-790-4709 

Centennial City Services (24/7)             303-325-8000 

Vandalism or Speeders 

   Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Dept.          303-795-4711 

Street Light Problems:  

                   email    https://www.centennialco.gov                    

Barking Dogs 

 Arapahoe County Animal Control          303-325-8070      

Pot Holes                                                 303-325-8000 

Hazardous Waste Pick-up                  1-800-449-7587 

Graffiti                                                     303-795-4711 

Water Breaks                                          303-770-8625 

Sewer Back-up’s                                     303-779-0261 

Div. of Wildlife -Coyotes                        303-291-7227 

Noise—Fiddlers Green                          303-486-8275 

ADVERTISING RATES 
Personal Ads (30 words or less)                      $  20.00 
Commercial Ads (30 words or less)                $  25.00 
 
Display Ads: 
1/8 page (2 ¾  x 1 ¾”)                                     $   48.00 
¼ page (2¾ x 3½”)                                          $   70.00 
½ page (6”x 3½”)                                            $ 115.00 
Full Page (6 ”x 7½”)                                        $ 200.00 

 
Deadline is the 15th of each month preceding  
publication. All display ads must be high          
resolution jpeg or tif files.  Photographs to be used 
must be half tone.  Ad’s may be emailed to  

businessmgr@homesteadinthewillows.org.       
Include text ads in the body of your email. Pay for 
three months at the time you place the ad and 
you will receive the 4th month free.  

 
REPORTS TO THE ASSOCIATION   

 
When an Association member wishes to report       
observed problems or any concerns or helpful ideas 
pertaining to the assigned areas of  responsibility of the 
Architectural Control Committee, Landscape, Pools, or 
Business Office, please include name, and telephone 
number when you call and leave a message so that we 
may return your call.   
 
The Association does not act on anonymous calls. 
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Butterflies like puddles! 

Unlike other pollinators, butterflies are attracted 
to muddy pools for the salt and nutrients they 
provide.  If you want to offer them a nice water-
ing hole, create a sunny dip in the soil where the 
sprinklers run to give them a puddle.   

 

 

 

 

August Quick Gardening Tips 

 

*Last month to fertilize roses. Get this done by 
August 15th. 

*Powdery mildew can be a problem for roses, 
lilacs, columbine, asters, and turf. Restrict late 
day overhead watering by watering before noon 
to allow plant material to dry out. 

*Weed your garden frequently. Watch to see that 
weeds do not grow so large that they drop seeds!! 

*Add some mulch to trees and shrubs beds. 
Mulch reduces evaporation from the soil into the 
air and keeps the soil slightly cooler 

 

(Continued on page 13) 

Landscape Logic 

By Nancy Bauer 

 

 

Pause for a pollinator safety moment 

 

Among the three things pollinators need - water, 
shelter and nourishing plants - water is often the 
least common in our yards.   While the sprinkler 
system sprays the lawn and drips water around 
plants, it won't provide a good place to get a drink. 
Even standard birdbaths provide a slippery slope 
where thirsty bees often loose their footing and 
drown trying to get a drink of water. 

Here's what you can do: 

* If you have a standard birdbath with steep sides, 
add some small rocks that stand slightly above the 
water line as a perch. 

* If you have a pond or water feature, create places 
with very gentle slopes where bees can plant their 
feet without sliding into the water.  

* Make your own simple watering place by filling 
a pie plate with marbles.  Add water so that the 
water level sits below the top of the marbles.  Bees 
or birds can perch on the marbles while they drink. 

* Look for birdbaths with gently sloped sides and 
that are highly textured to provide traction. 

* Finally, rinse and refill the water several times 
per week.   
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Lawns 

As we move into August our hot and dry condi-
tions here in Colorado continue which in turn 
challenges us with keeping our lawns looking 
green, weed free and healthy. Lawns that suffer 
drought stress risk having broadleaf weeds, 
grassy weeds, and disease and insect pressures. 
Pay particular attention to areas in full sun, or on 
south or western facing slopes. 

What are signs of a drought stressed lawn? 

*Wilting appearance which will often show up in 
the same location 

*Footprints or lawn mower tracts that remain in 
the lawn at least one-half hour after the mowing 

*The turf is turning a shade of blue grey 

*Brown spots/areas 

 

What can you do to prevent drought stress? 

*If you have a sprinkler system, make sure the 
heads are properly operating and are providing 
adequate coverage.  

Sometimes heads can get out of alignment, be-
come clogged or even possibly be broken. 

(Continued from page 12) 

Friendly reminder to please pick up after your dogs 
when they do their business on Owner’s lawns.        
Thank you 

*Water our lawn between 10 pm-6 am this is the 
period when it is typically cooler, less windy and 
the humidity is higher so evaporation losses are 
less. 

*For brown spot areas extra watering can be bene-
ficial in recovery 
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Saturday on the South Lawn  

August 16 @ Dusk 

Bring along your family, blankets,  

chairs, snacks and drinks    

MOVIE ON THE LAWN:  

THE PRINCESS BRIDE 
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Unofficial ACC Meeting Minutes 

 

Date: July 8, 2025  

Place: HOA Office 

Time: 12 pm 

 

·Homeowners requested a prefab pergola for their back patio. The ACC discussed more details 
provided by the homeowners, and denied the particular model submitted. Referenced the RIGs 
on pergolas that states must be similar in material, design and color of the home. 

 

·The ACC approved 3 applications for one property relating to a front porch addition and  
walkway/landscape upon receipt of more information provided by homeowners.  

 

·The ACC discussed the email sent to homeowners about the RIG changes and the new process 
for elements that no longer require an application. The Notice of Exterior Change Form has 
been published.  

 

·The ACC will start working on revising the need for multiple applications and instead combine 
everything into one application form. This form will mirror the Notice of Exterior Change Form 
in style and list all elements, rather than have separate application “groups.” The goal is to have 
these available ASAP. 

 

 

Next Meeting – July 22 at 12 noon 
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HOMESTEAD IN THE WILLOWS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION  

Regular Board Meeting July 14, 2025 – Unofficial Minutes  

   

CALL TO ORDER: President, Robb Origer called the meeting to order at 5:32 pm. Present were Treas-
urer, Steve Bell; Secretary, Eric Kemp; Member at Large, Stuart Siekmeier; Vice President, Ginny 
Karlberg; Pool Manager Shannon Ricca; and Business Manager, Katie Kidwell.  

   

RATIFICATION OF BOARD ACTIONS: There were no actions to ratify. 

 

APPEALS HEARING RESULTS: Account 539 requested an extension to complete their driveway  
replacement. Robb moved and Stuart seconded a motion to deny the extension. The motion passed    
unanimously. 

 

The Minutes of June 9, 2025, regular meeting were approved as read. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
SWIM TEAM: No report.  

 
SOCIAL COMMITTEE: It is increasingly difficult for the Social Committee to offer prepaid food for 
the      neighborhood at events. The Board agreed to purchase a mobile phone for the Business Office so 
that a Venmo account could be established. 

 
MANAGER REPORTS:   
 
POOL: Front Range Manager Shannon Ricca and the Board discussed an injury that occurred at the 
South Pool. The skimmer basket cover overturned, and the guest of a resident and her baby were injured. 
Board members had inspected the skimmers themselves and asked if there was a different skimmer or 
cover that could be used. Front Range Recreation manages 40 pools in the Denver metro area and noted 
the skimmer baskets and covers were industry standard and widely used without incident. All agreed it 
was an unfortunate accident but, in an effort to prevent a future occurrence, FRR would include a check of 
the covers during every lifeguard rotation and try to rearrange the pool furniture to create a wider pathway 
around the skimmers. 

 

(Continued on page 26) 
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TENNIS: Manager Jill Ellsworth presented a written report that she received comments that non-tennis 
players were coming on the courts during match play, or families allowing children to ride scooters and 
bikes on the courts. She noted the tennis gates are often found propped open. She will publish an article 
in the Homestead Herald about respecting the courts and keeping the gates closed. 
 
 
 
LANDSCAPE: Manager Nancy Bauer submitted a written report. Trees had been cleared off the side-
walk along HS Pkwy, Dead shrubs have been removed on Easter Avenue. More pruning will be happen-
ing later in the month. Nancy was seeking reimbursement from Xcel and the City of Centennial for    
damage done to the Association sprinklers during the work on Easter Avenue. Nancy is currently        
soliciting bids to replace the retaining wall along Dry Creek Road near the fire station. 
 
ACC: Manager Emily Maxfield submitted a written report. Changes to the Residential Improvement 
Guidelines and Notice of Exterior Change form have streamlined the approval process and removed the 
need to obtain approval for some projects. Homeowners should read the email sent to all members on July 
7th for details. Thanks to a dedicated group of volunteers, applications are being turned around quickly. 
The Board reviewed the responses to the Perimeter Fence responsibility letters and decided that if owners 
fail to respond to the HOA and the Landscape Manager determines their foliage/shrubs impact the       
Perimeter Fence then the HOA will have the shrubs trimmed and charge the homeowners for the cost.  
The Board also authorized the Business Office to proceed to Covenant Violation enforcement for those 
owners who fail to comply with the Taskforce deadline.  
 
BUSINESS: Manager Katie Kidwell reported that all homeowners were current on dues and fence     
payments, but two homeowners had failed to pay their late fees. The Board of Directors authorized Katie 
to impose a third late fee in accordance with the HOA Collection Policy. Katie and the Board discussed 
other property maintenance concerns that were being handled by the HOA electrician. 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT: Treasurer Steve Bell reported that the HOA was overbudget in a few categories 
such as general liability insurance. Otherwise, there are no significant budget concerns and operating  
expenses are as expected thus far through the 2025 budget year. He is working with Katie to finish     
updating a long-term planning worksheet. This worksheet lists all the HOA amenities, their expected  
useful life and expected replacement cost. Completing that list will give the Board a better idea of       
upcoming capital expenses the HOA will need to fund over the coming years. 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 25) 

(Continued on page 27) 
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OLD BUSINESS: ACES Pool Rental. The ACES swim club had asked the HOA not to charge them for 
pool maintenance and chemicals for the period from August 11 – September 2 when ACES begins their 
after-school swim team practice. After looking at the estimated costs the HOA would incur the Board 
agreed that it was more cost effective for the HOA to close the pool. If ACES chooses to rent the pool for 
practice, they must cover the HOA cost to keep the pool clean and maintained even during a period they 
aren’t using it. Robb updated the board on the Flock cameras. The final two cameras were installed on 
Easter Avenue and S. Jersey Street. Flock will refund the HOA for the time these last cameras were not 
active. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: The Board discussed the results of the community wide survey. 258 homeowners 
responded with feedback. The Board members divided the survey into sections and after reviewing their 
section the results will be summarized at the next board meeting. The Board also approved the updates to 
the Collection Policy so that it aligns with Colorado law taking effect October 1, 2025. The updated Col-
lection Policy was adopted July 14, 2025. 
 
ADJOURNMENT AND CALENDARING: The meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. The next regular Board 
Meeting will be on Monday, August 11 at 5:30pm at the Business Office.  
 
BOARD ACTIONS SUBSEQUENT TO MEETING: 
1. On July 18, 2025 the Board voted unanimously on the terms of a payment plan offered to account 

872. 
2. On July 18, 2025 the Board voted unanimously to accept a bid to rebuild the retaining wall on Dry 

Creek Road.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

  

  

(Continued from page 26) 
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ARBORIST CONSULTANT:  

Jim McGannon. Site consultation, tree /

shrub/landscape inspections, diagnosis,   

appraisals, landscape design (i.e. xeriscape), 

much more. Certified Arborist and           

professional forester.  

Contact  forestermcgannon@gmail.com 

303-526-1118, coloradotreearborist.com 

 

MILE HIGH HOME SERVICES:  

Professional  Cleaning Service. Thorough 

and reliable with competitive rates.   

Call Susan 303-794-6805 

 

SODERSTROM’S PROFESSIONAL  

PAINTING:  

Specializing in residential home interior & 

exterior painting. Drywall Repair, Quality 

workmanship,  Quality Materials. In      

Business 30+ years. Insured.  

Credit Cards accepted.   

Call for an estimate:                                      

Dennis or Alan (303) 922-4441 

 

 

SERVICES 
Advertising in the Homestead Herald does not constitute 
an Association endorsement of services promoted. We  
strongly recommend before using any service homeown-
ers contact references.  Names listed have not been en-
dorsed or evaluated in any way. 

ENCORE MUSIC ACADEMY:              

Affordable music lessons in the convenience 

of your home. Home school students          

welcome. Curriculum based guitar, bass     

guitar, piano/keyboard, and viola instruction.                                             

(720) 520-3800 

 

CO EXECUTIVE DRIVER:  

*Private Airport / Special Event or wherever  

"Life" takes you Transportation                  

coloradoexecutivellc.com or call               

(720) 969-5386 

I'm your neighbor and want to be your        

personal driver. Thank you.  

Don  

 

 

SERVICES 
Advertising in the Homestead Herald does not constitute an 
Association endorsement of services promoted. We  
strongly recommend before using any service homeowners 
contact references.  Names listed have not been endorsed or 
evaluated in any way. 
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TEEN SERVICES 
Advertising in the Homestead Herald does not constitute an 
Association endorsement of services promoted. We  
strongly recommend before using any service homeowners 
contact references.  Names listed have not been endorsed or 
evaluated in any way. 

HOME SERVICES:   

Are weeds or dog poop overwhelming you? 

Do you need plants to be watered? Check out 

our Instagram page Powerwashers25 

Text or call: Lincoln: (720) 760-2513 

 

BABYSITTING:   

Hi! My name is Lilah Rich. I am 14 and a  

student at Cherry Creek High School. I would 

love to help with your children. I am Red 

Cross certified. I am reliable, trustworthy, and  

responsible.   

Please call me at (720) 842-9667 

  

PETSITTING SERVICE:   

Responsible teen with driver’s license    

providing personalized nurturing and          

reasonably-priced pet care.  

Text Zoe: (915) 248-8544 

 

POWERWASH SERVICES:                                      

Do you have dirty, smelly Trash Cans or  

need your Driveway cleaned? I would love to 

help! See our Instagram page powerwashers25 

Call or Text: Maddox (720) 926-3397  

 

BABYSITTER:   

Hi! I’m Isabella Martini, and I am a Red 

Cross certified babysitter. I am 17 years old, 

and I’m going to be a  Senior at Creek. I 

would love to watch you children!   

Please contact me at (303) 718-2062 

 

BABYSITTER: 

Hi! I’m Kaylee Stansfield and I’m 13 years 

old. I am Red Cross certified. I enjoy  watch-

ing and playing with kids. I am trustworthy 

and very responsible to watch your children.  

Call or Text : Kaylee (720)-688-6729 

TEEN SERVICES 
Advertising in the Homestead Herald does not constitute 
an Association endorsement of services promoted. We  
strongly recommend before using any service homeown-
ers contact references.  Names listed have not been en-
dorsed or evaluated in any way. 
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